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  1305A Borland Road 
  Williams Lake, BC 
  V2G 5K5 
 
 
 
June 22, 2016 
 
 
Director, Environmental Protection 
400-640 Borland Street 
Williams Lake, BC   V2G 2T1 
Delivered via: authorizations.north@gov.bc.ca 
 
 
Re: Proposed amendment, Atlantic Power Preferred Equity Ltd., Williams Lake, PA-8808 
  
It has recently come to our attention that the proposed location for receiving the rail ties for the 
Atlantic Power plant is the CN rail yard at the west end of Williams Lake, directly across the 
outlet from Scout Island Nature Centre.  We realize that the CN rail yard is an industrial site but 
we are concerned that the unloading, stockpiling and reloading of rail ties at this location may 
have long-term negative impacts on the aquatic and terrestrial environments around and adjacent 
to the lake, and localized impacts on air quality.  It is inevitable that the rail tie handling 
operations will create dust and debris, and release hazardous chemicals into the environment.  
We trust that the Ministry of Environment will consider these potential negative off-site impacts 
in their decision regarding the proposed amendment from Atlantic Power.   
 
The rail tie receiving location is in close proximity to, and visible from some locations at, Scout 
Island Nature Centre.  The Nature Center, which is located on property owned by the Nature 
Trust of BC, provides nature education to numerous children and adults, and provides a location 
for countless residents and visitors to enjoy nature within the city.  It is also a Ministry of 
Environment designated Wildlife Viewing Area.  We are concerned that the rail tie handling 
operations will detract from the nature and wildlife viewing experiences and will send a negative 
message to children who are at the Centre to learn about nature and the environment.   
 
With all of the cutbacks to federal and provincial government staff in recent years, we are 
concerned that there will be no monitoring of the rail tie handling operations to determine 
environmental impacts.  We understand that Fisheries and Oceans Canada no longer has local 
habitat protection staff and are relying on industrial proponents to complete self-assessments to 
determine if their operations will impact aquatic environments.  We feel that a rail tie handling 
operation located adjacent to Williams Lake warrants an impact assessment and we request the 
Ministry of Environment to require Atlantic Power to complete this assessment. 
 
We urge you, as Director of Environmental Protection, and your staff to consider all of the 
impacts of this amendment, and not just those that are restricted to burning rail ties at the 
Atlantic Power plant.  All associated operations must be considered since they will impact the 
health and livability of this community.   
 



Thank you for the opportunity to provide further comments. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Fred McMechan, President 
Williams Lake Field Naturalists 
   
 
cc: Glenda Waddell  waddellenvironmental@gmail.com   
 Mayor and Council, City of Williams Lake kdressler@williamslake.ca  
 Donna Barnett, MLA  donna.barnett.mla@leg.bc.ca  
 Cariboo Regional District mailbox@cariboord.ca  
 
 
 
 
 
  


