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RE: Atlantic Power 4455 Mackenzie, Williams Lake - Permit 8808 amendment to burn Rail Ties 
 
 
As a person who lived most of my life in the Prince George bowl and having relocated to Williams 
Lake to escape the unacceptable air quality in Prince George, I am very concerned with Atlantic 
Power's permit request to burn millions of rail ties. Williams Lake and Prince George both share a 
resource based economy and the citizens realize that there will be some compromises in the 
environment in order to attain a healthy economy, but there are limits.  
 
I left Prince George because of poor air quality, and while I understand that Williams Lake has its own 
air quality concerns with high particulate matter, I feel air quality covers more than just micro particles, 
it also affects Quality of Life. Poor air quality is also the stench of chemicals that makes it impossible 
to spend time outdoors to be able to enjoy exercising, gardening, or even walking the dog. After living 
over 40 years in Prince George, I find Williams Lake air quality a breath of fresh air.  
 
Transporting, storing, shredding and burning rail ties! I do remember the stench when the Williams 
Lake Power Plant was chipping rail ties on Mackenzie Ave. Maybe the smell of shredding the rail ties 
at the plant might not reach the downtown core on a good day, but it surely will permeate the 
subdivision that is adjacent to it and whose residents already complain of bad smells. On inversion 
days I would not hold my breath that the whole town wouldn't smell the stench and there is more than 
just bad smell in the air to complain about...lets not forget the toxins.  
 
Like Prince George, Williams Lake is in a valley and is experiencing more and more temperature 
inversions. Again there are differences, Prince George's bowl is large and many residential areas are 
a fair distance away from the many polluting industries. Williams Lake is a narrow valley and the 
industries are a short distance from all the residential areas and the downtown core. All facets of these 
businesses including, trucking, heavy equipment used in the plants, and increased rail activity expel 
their exhaust into the air shed and they also contribute to the noise and dust levels in the city.  
 
From examining the minutes of the Williams Lake Air Quality Roundtable of November 19, 2015 I see 
that the monitoring equipment is in need of repair, and as well: “Changes in rules from Work Safe BC 
has caused difficulty for Monitoring Technicians to access monitoring stations. This has resulted in a 
need for additional technicians and, when needed Ralph is forced to leave his work and assist the 
technicians.” This causes me concern...what if emissions exceed allowances? We would only be 
informed after the fact and for how long would we be exposed to higher than allowable emissions?  
 
Not only is the Atlantic Power plant situated very near residential areas but its ash dump is also very 
near to many residential areas. Atlantic Power has not made any plans for a future dump site and the 
current one is almost full. In reading documents from Atlantic Power it appears that when this dump is 
full they will apply to have it made bigger and all I can envisage is another Mount Polley disaster.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Shortly before I moved from Prince George, Canfor's Plywood Plant caught fire. Sparks from the blaze 
caught CN's rail tie storage on fire and Interior Warehouse two kilometres away.  A fourth fire that 
night at McInnis Lighting was thought to have been also caused by the initial blaze. Fire is a real threat 
and if fire did break out we do not have as many firefighters as did Prince George to battle the blaze or 
any other secondary fires that may erupt from sparks. I believe that the risk of fire spreading to other 
industries next door and to residences is a real concern and this in itself is reason enough to reject 
Atlantic Power's permit.  
 
Climate change has brought changes to the weather patterns. Since I have lived here there has been 
a major fire very close to town that blanketed the City with smoke and almost caused an evacuation 
order to the City. Last summer the Soda Creek wildfire that was started by a train's spark igniting dry 
grass was not far away from the City. Every summer brings more and more wildfires, again the threat 
of fire due to wildfire or industrial fire is too large.  
 
With hot dry weather in the summers and warm winters with little snow, one has to wonder how much 
pressure is on the Aquifer. Atlantic Power uses one million gallons of water a day. Although Atlantic 
Power shuts production down in the summer due to excess power supply one has to wonder how 
much time a stressed aquifer needs to recharge especially when over all precipitation is dropping. 
Atlantic Power has stated that there could be a greenhouse venture that would help reduce water 
consumption. This was also proposed when the plant first began operation and in all the years has not 
materialized, as well I would not buy or consume any produce that was grown next to rail ties being 
stored, shredded and burned.  
 
Atlantic Power states that it needs to burn rail ties to stay in business. Atlantic Power also states that 
one of the reasons the plant was built was to help clean the air from all the beehive burners. Atlantic 
Power has helped clean the air, but it does emit vast particulates into the airshed. Citizens are willing 
to compromise when helping to clean up the residue from local sawmills who employ hundreds 
because there is a direct linkage. Citizens are not willing to compromise their health, quality of life and 
be put at more risk of major fire, economic loss of their property value, water shortages, loss of health 
professionals and future economic growth because Atlantic Power's desire to import toxic rail ties to 
burn in order to increase profits.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kim Herdman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


