
 

 

	  
November 9, 2015  
 
Director, Environmental Protection  
400-640 Borland Street  
Williams Lake, BC V2G 2T1  
Delivered via: authorizations.north@gov.bc.ca  
 
Re: proposed amendment, Atlantic Power Preferred Equity Ltd., Williams Lake, PA-8808 
 
We think that there is a good chance that, if approved, the permit amendment 8808 proposed by 
Atlantic Power to raise the limit from 5% to 50% on waste rail ties as a proportion of the 
authorized fuel that can be burned to produce power at the local Williams Lake Co-generation 
plant would be detrimental to the health of people living in the Williams Lake valley area. 
 
Williams Lake has an aging population many of whom have asthma or CPOD.  We already have 
a high negative rating in terms of our air shed.  Adding more dioxins, furans, nitrogen dioxide, 
sulphur dioxide and hydrogen chloride to this air shed will exacerbate the problem and 
combined with frequent inversions in the fall and winter months, negatively affect an already 
overloaded system. 
 
There are many questions that have been at best only partially answered with respect to this 
permit application.  Adverse effects could include a negative impact on property values, as well 
as health issues.  Many of us remember the ‘good’ old days of fly ash falling from the skies.  
Once the permit is approved the burning of ties could be very long term. Where will the ties 
come from?  How much will the chemical composition vary?  For how long will the 50% burn 
last? 
 
Can we rely on agencies such as the Ministry of Environment to monitor our air quality? 
Government has cut back on monitoring environmental problems.  Remember the tailings pond 
breach? 
 
It has been argued that the recent reduction of the Annual Allowable Cut (AAC) in the Williams 
Lake area may mean that there will not be enough fiber for the Co-Gen plant.  Therefore the 
burning of more ties is essential to keep the plant operating.  However, the local mills have not 
been using the maximum amount of the old AAC.  It is possible they have been using an 
amount closer to the new AAC for a while. This would mean that even though the AAC has been 
cut back a lot, in fact the amount of fiber used by the local mills has not changed much. 
Substituting the burning of substances in the railway ties to keep the plant operating is a poor 
trade off if it negatively affects the health of people living in Williams Lake. 
 
There was a trial burn of waste railway ties in 2001. The trial burn evidence may not apply now.  
Do all ties have the same chemical composition? Does the aging of equipment at the plant 
change the results?  Remember this study is from 14 years ago. Does the duration of the 2001 
trial burn match the potential of a very long-term (several years) burn of waste rail ties at the 
plant?  Are the City, Regional District (both of which have given their blessing to the permit) and 
the Ministry of Environment willing to do the necessary monitoring to ensure that air quality is 



 

 

maintained?  Are there safeguards in place to review the permit if monitoring shows that air 
quality has been impacted? 
 
Finally, we realize that permit amendment 8808 is following protocol by asking for 30 days of 
public feedback.  However is 30 days really enough time to have the appropriate scientific 
information disseminated, enough time for people to think through the application and respond 
in an informed manner?  The issue of burning waste railway ties could be with us for a very long 
time if this permit is approved.  Health issues often take years to develop.  Surely, we should 
spend more time investigating an issue that has the potential to have detrimental health effects 
on the people of Williams Lake for a very long time. 
 
David Richardson on behalf of the Williams Lake Chapter of the Council of Canadians 
 


