
 

 

Minutes of the Williams Lake Air Quality Roundtable meeting held Monday October 29, 
2007 at 12:00 PM - Williams Lake City Hall Committee Room. 
 
PRESENT: B. Groenenberg, Williams Lake Environmental Society 

E. Plain, Ministry of Environment 
  N. Zirnhelt, Ministry of Environment 
  R. Grimm, Ministry of Environment 

E. Ma, Tolko Industries 
G. Goodall, City of Williams Lake 
H. Berkholtz, Pinnacle Pellet WL Inc 
S. Zacharias, Cariboo Regional District/United Concrete & Gravel  
P. French, City of Williams Lake 
D. Hutchins, Interior Roads  
S. Davis, West Fraser WL Plywood  
B. Merrick, West Fraser Mills 
M. Henley, Ministry of Transportation 
B. Rahn, Education coordinator (WL Roundtable) 
 

Regrets:  
V. Hoffman, Jackpine Group  
A. Holdal, Interior Health  
L. Borne, Parallel Wood Products 
N. Antifaeff, Ministry of Transportation 
B. Topping, EPCOR Williams Lake Power Plant  
P. Ranson, Ministry of Forests  

 
 
The purpose of this Air Quality Roundtable meeting was to receive reports back from 
stakeholders on progress made in terms of improvements that would affect air quality 
over the 2006 calendar year and first part of 2007.   The Ministry of Environment was 
also to provide a summary of air quality measurements to the end of 2006 and report on 
any trends. 
 
Agenda adopted - motion to adopt by H. Berkholtz, seconded by P. French. 
 
Minutes from December 4, 2006 meeting adopted by consensus.  Motion to adopt by S. 
Davis, second motion by H. Berkholtz.  Carried. 
 
Reports of air quality improvement activities by all stakeholders in the last 12 
months and plans for next year. 
 
City of Williams Lake, G. Goodall  
 
No bylaw development work has taken place as yet but anticipate some in the next year, 
particularly for wood-burning appliances (including domestic wood-fired boilers).  
Otherwise, the city continues to follow all recommendations in the Airshed Plan.  Dust 
suppression in lanes, aggressive sweeping program, etc. 
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Discussion ensued about how to push ahead sooner than later on the wood-fired boiler 
(termed hydronic heaters) issue as it would only take one of these units being installed in 
the city to undo any improvement that has been made in air quality.  P. French suggested 
that a resolution come from the Air Quality Roundtable to ask the Central Committee to 
address the need.   
 
Resolution wording was discussed and the following was agreed upon: 
 

The Williams Lake Air Quality Roundtable is concerned about emissions from 
wood-burning appliances and requests that the City of Williams Lake and the 
Cariboo Regional District implement Recommendation #12 of the Williams Lake 
Airshed Management Plan. 

 
B. Groenenberg moved that the resolution be adopted, S. Zacharias seconded.  Carried. 
 
Action - E. Plain to draft a resolution for the Roundtable Chair (attached) that will be 
forwarded to G. Goodall for inclusion at the next Central Joint Committee meeting.   
 
G. Goodall suggested that a presentation from the MOE may be in order to support the 
development of a bylaw.  E. Plain agreed to make such a presentation if it’s required. 
 
Cariboo Regional District, S. Zacharias 
 
Nothing to report at this time.  Will file a written report at a later time. 
 
Roundtable Education Coordinator, B. Rahn - highlights and discussion (annual 
report attached): 
 
Working with Chrysta Huska on items from the public education workplan that was 
endorsed by the Williams Lake Air Quality Roundtable.  Developed display on air quality 
that was left at the library and at the Cariboo Memorial Complex - many air quality 
pamphlets taken when display was at the complex.  Clean Air Day, Earth Week, and bike 
to work week (254 participants in Williams Lake).  Developed three facts sheets for the 
public:  “Idling your engine myth vs. reality”; “Air Quality affects our well being”; “8 
things you can do to make everyday a cleaner air day”.  Some discussion around the cost 
of newspaper adds, effectiveness of radio, etc. N. Zirnhelt stated that a larger budget 
request has been made that would see the MOE contribution increase from $6,000 to 
$8,000 in 2008.   
 
Pinnacle Pellet, H, Berkholtz (report text incorporated below) 
 
Permit amendment application is in the process now. Public posting of the application 
will be brought forward next week. 
 
We have added 2 more pelleters for a total of 5 machines producing pellets. 
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• #1 baghouse, the small unit, continues to perform well within permit 
specifications. 

• Approx. $245K was spent on the installation of the new baghouse and associated 
cooler piping.  #2 baghouse, the new larger unit, also recently tested, is also well 
within permit specifications. 

• The dryer project will be complete with a wet venturi scrubber. Budget for the 
scrubber is estimated at $230K. The venture technology allows cleaning, 
scrubbing of the smallest particles from the dryer stack gasses. All that will be 
seen is a steam plume. This discharge stack will also be tested at the same time as 
the bag house stack is tested when required by the Ministry. 

• The shavings storage issue was rectified with the installation of the soft top 
structure. This allows us to store enough raw materials entirely indoors to last 
through a 4 day long weekend if needed. In conjunction with the enclosure 
fugitive dust collection points are monitored monthly. Cost to install the dome is 
approx. $375K 

• Approx. 10,000 ft2 of concrete slabs were poured to aid in clean up around 
equipment on the South Lakeside Drive side of the mill. 

• Spring 2008 will see more asphalt laid around entire site for ease of sweeping and 
clean up. 

 
This year we are targeting the expenditure of almost $1,000,000.00 for emission control 
systems and procedures. 
 
West Fraser WL Plywood, S. Davis (report text incorporated below): 
 

In the past year we at West Fraser Mills, Williams Lake Plywood have completed 
installation and start-up of new Electrostatic Precipitators on both of the mills hog fired 
boilers.  This was done at a significant cost to West Fraser, and has resulted in a drastic 
reduction in the particulate emission from the boilers, see table below. 

 
Old Permit 8.8kg/hr 
New Permit 5.9kg/hr 

Tested results <1.0kg/hr 
 
  For future continued improvement we will be working on the following: 

1. Reduce fugitive dust emissions with the use of calcium and water on the 
roads around the plant. 

2. Explore options for dust suppression on the hogger in the barker section of 
the mill. 

3. Maintain the efficiency of all three precipitators on the mill site (Wet 
Electrostatic Precipitator on the dryers and a dry Electrostatic Precipitator 
on each of the boilers). 

 
H. Berkholtz leaves meeting at 1:00 PM
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Ministry of Environment, Environmental Management, R. Grimm 
 

Parallel Wood Products talking about facility improvements depending on availability of 
dollars - market is soft at this time.  Working with local industry to make sure dust 
suppression responsibilities under the terms of their emissions permits are met.  
Discussed new high efficiency ‘negative’ pressure cyclone at Tolko – benefits include 
being able to test the stack and the negative pressure prevents material from escaping 
through leaks in the ducting.  Outlined a Tribune newspaper add that MOE has just put 
out reminding the public of the steps required being they can open burn.  The new 
expansion at Pinnacle Pellet will add emissions to an already ‘full’ airshed, therefore the 
company is being asked to work with the mill operations at Sugarcane to reduce their 
emissions (arrange for material to be shipped to Epcor instead of being burned). 
 
G. Goodall leaves meeting at 1:10 PM 
 
Tolko Industries, E. Ma 
 

• Increased usage of spraying nozzles at log fuel decks to reduce dust.   
• Began sweeping program on Hwy 20 earlier in the season and earlier in the day (1 

hour earlier). 
• Continue to water roadways to suppress dust as required.  Addressed road dust 

suppression issue on weekends by adding a shift to cover this (not covered 
previously). 

• Reduced log inventory in log yards – reduced dust as yard traffic reduced. 
• Weekend shift presently eliminated at the Creekside mill. 
• Plans to begin using settling pond water (recycling) for dust suppression 

beginning in summer of 2008. 
 
Interior Roads, D. Hutchins 
 

• Sweeping activities ramped up in the spring months, able to get out earlier. 
• Installed kill switches in trucks so that they can only idle for 10 minutes then they 

are turned off. 
 
Ministry of Transportation, M. Henley (reporting for N. Antifaeff) 
 

• All side roads have been ‘rapped’ (recycled asphalt) within the airshed boundaries 
– reduces dust and track-out. 

• ‘Go-green’ initiative within the Ministry: anti-idling policy, natural gas and 
propane vehicles when new ones purchased. 

• Experimenting with portable electric batteries to run equipment in vehicles – 
negates having to idle the vehicle during equipment operation. 
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West Fraser Mills, Brian Merrick (text incorporated below) 
 
New Roundtable member (replaces Ron Sleeman).  Report not available at meeting but 
was forwarded to E. Plain on November 2nd. 
 
Here is a list of what we are doing on our site to contribute to the air 
quality in our community. 
 

• In 2004 we installed a 63000 CFM high efficiency cyclone at our planer. 
• We are paving our yards on a continuous yearly plan. 
• We are using dust suppression on roadways to our log inventory decks in dry 

conditions 
• We have been implementing anti idling rules for all pickup trucks. 
• We sweep our paved areas on an ongoing basis. 

 
Ministry of Environment, E. Plain highlights and discussion (annual report 
attached): 
 
E. Plain reported that the Province has adopted a new interim 24-hour PM2.5 Objective 
that will be used for air quality advisories beginning this winter.  The new objective fits 
well with recommendations 9 & 10 of the Airshed Plan as it matches what was 
recommended for Stage II burning advisories (25 ug/m3).  E. Plain reviewed both the 
definition of the Health Reference Level and the AMP community goal for 2007. 
 
E. Plain reviewed source changes in PM2.5 and PM10 in the community and compared 
ambient levels to provincial objectives and community goals. 
 
PM2.5 summary comments: 

• Longer term averages – no change at Columneetza & Skyline, but improvement in 
Downtown area 

• Improvement in PM2.5 exceedance levels at all locations (reduction in daily 
values > HRL) 

• Some positive stakeholder progress 
• On track to meet AMP 2009 Goal (short-term record) 

– Already meeting in downtown area 
• Stakeholders need to continue to review operations for reduction opportunities 
• Clean air Bylaw development needed to protect and enhance progress – City/CRD 

– Outdoor Woodfired Boilers could erase any gains made to date 
PM10 Summary comments: 

• Columneetza and WL Watertower currently meet the 2009 AMP goal; CRD and 
Skyline do not 

• Downtown area values will come down once anomalous 2005 value drops from 3-
year average 

• Dust continues to be a major challenge 
– Public complaints up this year (Pinnacle) 
– All stakeholders have to be diligent 
– Clean air Bylaw development?  Track-out, sweeping, etc.  
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• Add to the Hwy 20/S. Lakeside sweeping pool?  Parallel wood Products and 
United Concrete and Gravel (reduce track-out issues, dust in area). 

 
Discussed the results of the 2007 woodstove exchange program. 
 
Other discussion items: 
 
B. Groenenberg reported the following: 
 
SD#27:  Due to the change in the Secretary-Treasurer's position, there was no action 
taken on our invitation to join our Round Table.  I have reconveyed the letter of invitation 
from the Roundtable and a verbal update of our present situation to the new assistant to 
the new Secretary-Treasurer. 
 
Fostering Sustainable Behaviour by Dr. Mackenzie-Mohr:  Bert attended this two day 
workshop in Richmond in early June.  We learned that while education is important, 
many other things often need to be done to actually change human behaviour in the 
environmental field.   Chrysta Huska, the educator working with Basha Rahn also plans 
to attend the same workshop in November. 
 
Next meeting to be help in April 2008 as the 2007 data will be available for analysis. 
 
 
End of meeting 1:40 PM. 
 


