
Minutes of the Williams Lake Air Quality Roundtable meeting held Monday May 5, 
2008 at 12:00 PM - Williams Lake City Hall Committee Room. 
 
PRESENT: B. Groenenberg, Williams Lake Environmental Society 

E. Plain, Ministry of Environment 
  N. Zirnhelt, Ministry of Environment 
  R. Grimm, Ministry of Environment 
  K. Swan, Respiratory Therapist, Interior Health 
  A. Holdal, Interior Health 

G. Goodall, City of Williams Lake 
H. Berkholtz, Pinnacle Pellet WL Inc 
B. Dickey, Cariboo Regional District  
S. Davis, West Fraser WL Plywood  
B. Merrick, West Fraser Mills 
M. Henley, Ministry of Transportation 
C. Huska, Education coordinator (WL Roundtable)  
B. Topping, EPCOR Williams Lake Power Plant 

ABSENT:  
V. Hoffman, Jackpine Group  
E. Ma, Tolko Industries 
L. Borne, Parallel Wood Products 
P. Ranson, Ministry of Forests 
P. French, City of Williams Lake 
D. Hutchins, Interior Roads 

 
 
The purpose of this Air Quality Roundtable meeting was to receive reports back from 
stakeholders on progress made in terms of improvements that would affect air quality 
over the 2007 calendar year.   The Ministry of Environment was also to provide a 
summary of air quality measurements to the end of 2007 and report on any trends. 
 
Agenda adopted - motion to adopt by B. Groenenberg, seconded by S. Davis. 
 
A motion was made to make future meetings of the Williams Lake Air Quality 
Roundtable open to the public and the media unless there is a reason to hold an in-camera 
meeting.  Motion to adopt by H. Berkholtz, seconded by B. Groenenberg.  Carried. 
 
Minutes from December 4, 2006 meeting adopted by consensus.  Motion to adopt by B. 
Groenenberg, second motion by H. Berkholtz.  Carried. 
 
B. Groenenberg noted that Chief Willie Alphonse of the Williams Lake Indian Band 
indicated interest in attending today’s meeting but had other commitments.  He has been 
sent a copy of the Williams Lake Airshed Plan. 
 
Interior Health, K. Swan - highlights and discussion 
 
Kerry Swan was invited to speak to the Roundtable on her work within the community.  
She currently works with 200 patients in the area that suffer from various forms of 
respiratory disease (COPD, Asthma, etc.) which highlights the fact that there are a 
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number of individuals in the community that are sensitive to outdoor air quality 
conditions.  A number of these people have commented that they are also very sensitive 
to road dust and K. Swan would like to work more closely with the city in terms of 
knowing sweeping schedules so that action can be taken to minimize exposure.  
Discussion ensued around the question of prominence of respiratory disease in the 
community (% of population, rate in Williams Lake vs. rest of BC, and childhood 
asthma).  KS noted that anecdotally, rates seemed high for a smaller community when 
she first began work with Interior Health here 18 months ago, but that she’s since seen 
improvement. 
 
Ministry of Environment, E. Plain - highlights and discussion (annual report 
attached): 
 
E. Plain reviewed source changes in PM2.5 and PM10 in the community and compared 
ambient levels to provincial objectives and community goals. 
 
PM2.5 summary comments: 

• Longer term averages – 2007 a good year at all sites. Improvements linked to 
emissions reduction and meteorology 

• On track to meet 2009 Goal (short-term record) 
– Already meeting consistently in downtown area 

• Improvement in PM2.5 exceedance levels at all locations (reduction in daily 
values > HRL & Provincial AQO) 

• Some positive stakeholder progress 
• Stakeholders need to continue to review operations for reduction opportunities 
• Clean air Bylaw development needed to protect and enhance progress (burning, 

solid fuel wood-burning appliances, etc.) – City and CRD 
– E.g. OWB’s could erase any gains made to date 

PM10 Summary comments: 
• Columneetza and WL Watertower currently meet the 2009 goal; CRD and 

Skyline do not 
• Downtown area values will come down once anomalous 2005 value drops from 3-

year rolling average 
• Dust continues to be a major challenge 

– Public complaints up in 2007 (Pinnacle issues over the summer months) 
– All stakeholders have to continue to be diligent 
– Comprehensive ‘Clean Air Bylaw’ development?  track-out, sweeping, tie 

to advisories, etc.  
• Add to the Hwy 20 & S. Lakeside road sweeping pool? 
 

The outdoor wood-fired boiler issue was discussed again.  The province is reviewing 
legislation that may see a restriction placed on units sold in BC (must meet emissions 
certification) similar to woodstoves.  However, even if this is implemented before the 
next heating season it will not help us in terms of units that are already installed and are 
causing complaints.  Nor will it help in terms of continued misapplication of the 
technology (installed on small lots in residential areas; small load requirement creates 
excessive smoke).  In addition, it would not stop the private sale of currently installed 
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units. Community bylaws are needed to deal with nuisance aspects and siting 
requirements including stack heights and setbacks. 
 
E. Plain noted that the Quesnel Air Quality Roundtable has developed a web page. 
 
 
Reports of air quality improvement activities by all stakeholders in the last 12 
months and plans for next year. 
 
City of Williams Lake, G. Goodall - highlights and discussion 
 
Noted that the City of Williams Lake has no permitting system in place for wood-burning 
appliances.  However, have recently WETT certified one of their building inspectors. 
 
No bylaw development work for wood-burning appliances (including domestic wood-
fired boilers) has taken place yet but he anticipates having the work complete before the 
next burning season.  Otherwise, the city has continued to follow recommendations in the 
Airshed Plan.  Dust suppression in lanes, aggressive sweeping program, etc.  The spring 
of 2008 has seen a heavy accumulation of sanding material due to the heavier than 
normal snowfall over the winter.  The current mechanical sweeper has some difficulty 
cleaning areas where there is heavy buildup and a different machine has to be used.  This 
other machine has a limited ability to wet down and dust generation is a bigger issue.   
 
The City plans to purchase a new sweeper in 2010 that incorporates a vacuum system.  
This should help with fines removal.   
 
GG noted that water rates have increased by 50% in 2007 and will rise again.  B. Dickey 
enquired about dust suppression costs and what the increase will mean to industry.  E. 
Plain suggested that alternatives to using water only (e.g. CaCl) will become more viable.  
M. Henley stated that there are a number of alternatives that are much more effective that 
using water alone. 
 
Cariboo Regional District, B. Dickey 
 
Partnership with MOT (50% funding) to expand transit to some urban fringe areas of the 
Areas E, D, and F.  Buses proposed to run to Mountview Store, Chilcotin Road store, and 
commodore Heights. 
 
The issue of outdoor wood fired boilers in the Williams Lake urban fringe area of the 
CRD and possible bylaw development should be examined again. 
 
 
Roundtable Education Coordinator, C. Huska - highlights and discussion (annual 
report attached): 
 
Continue working on items from the public education work plan that was endorsed by the 
Williams Lake Air Quality Roundtable.   
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Current focus is on anti-idling campaign for the City – newspaper articles, anti-idling 
luncheon, radio advertising, etc.  Dan Moxey of the City will be presenting the City’s 
anti-idling policy at the luncheon.  We have ‘shared’ access to the anti-idling ambassador 
from Quesnel for a few days over the summer.   
 
Air Quality display was left at the library for a number of weeks and seemed to generate 
some interest.  Wrote and submitted articles for Earth Day celebrations.  Working on 
2008 Clean Air Day, and bike to work week – partnering with Cariboo Memorial 
Complex (many activities planned, prizes, free transit on June 6th).  Continue to use the 
fact sheets that were developed in 2007:  “Idling your engine myth vs. reality”; “Air 
Quality affects our well being”; “10 things you can do to make everyday a cleaner air 
day”.  CH would like to coordinate a workshop for Williams Lake through BC Lung.  
She’d also like to work with K. Swan on a newspaper article for the fall that would tie in 
wood burning appliance smoke with health.   
 
CH would also like to circulate a VOC fact sheet to local businesses highlighting that 
there are alternatives.  Other discussion items included CN Rain and idling issues; 
Grinding Rail ties in the downtown area (can’t this be down somewhere else?); putting 
the RT logo on anti-idling signs; and funding for the Clean Air Week banner. 
 
Action:  E. Plain to send out anti-idling sound bite to Roundtable (completed May 6, 
2008). 
 
G. Goodall leaves meeting at 1:10 PM 
 
 
West Fraser Mills, Brian Merrick - highlights and discussion 
 
Nothing new to report since last fall.  Most of the mill yard is paved and is swept on a 
regular basis.  Dust suppressants are used on roadways during dry periods.  Spray jets 
have been installed on the de-barkers to reduce dusting. 
 
B. Dickey leaves meeting at 1:15 PM 
 
 
Pinnacle Pellet, H, Berkholtz - highlights and discussion 
 

• The dryer project has been completed with a wet venturi scrubber. The venturi 
technology allows cleaning, scrubbing of the smallest particles from the dryer 
stack gasses. All that will be seen is a steam plume.  

• Plans to plant 200 trees around the perimeter of the plant to act as a wind break 
and screen. 

• 2008 will see more asphalt laid around entire site for ease of sweeping and clean 
up. 

• Sweeper is out 2 times a week in the spring (Monday and Friday). 
• Investigating a new electronic broom to assist with on-site fibre clean-up. 
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Interior Health, A. Holdal - highlights and discussion 
 
Interior Health is developing an air quality plan that will address indoor and outdoor air 
quality. 
 
Ministry of Transportation, M. Henley - highlights and discussion 
 

• Continue to experiment with portable electric batteries to run equipment in 
vehicles – negates having to idle the vehicle during equipment operation. 

• All BC government employees are required to use a system called SMARTEC 
which calculates our carbon footprint resulting from government travel. 

• Video conferencing is being encouraged to reduce government travel. All 
Ministries have gone to double-sided printing. 

 
EPCOR, B. Topping - highlights and discussion 
 
Working on high level discussions with MOFR to see if boiler flyash can be used as a 
dust suppressant.  2009 Budget to upgrade ash/mixing area.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding uncovered chip and shavings trucks transporting materials 
in the Glendale area.  Fibre on the roadways can be ground up and contribute to the dust 
issue in the area.  M. Henley noted that CVSE can ticket a driver of a non-tarped truck.   
 
Action: B. Topping and S. Davis to follow-up on tarping issue with Cariboo Shavings 
 
 
West Fraser WL Plywood, S. Davis - highlights and discussion 
 
Nothing new to report from last fall’s report.  Improvements on all stack emissions 
(dryers and boilers) continue to be the main highlight. 
 

• Continue to maintain the efficiency of all three precipitators on the mill site (Wet 
Electrostatic Precipitator on the dryers and a dry Electrostatic Precipitator on each 
of the boilers). 

• Apply dust suppressants when/where practical 
 
 
Ministry of Environment, Environmental Management, R. Grimm 

 
R. Grimm discussed how the Environmental Management section has begun to structure 
their compliance work plans to help Williams Lake meet its long-term targets for air 
quality. 
 
Discussion focused around the following activities: 
 

• Reduced dusting from industrial and waste sites 
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• Reduced and improved efficiency of open burning 
• Improved maintenance and reduced bypassing of treatment works 
• Improved treatment of emissions 

 
 
Other discussion items: 
 
B. Groenenberg handed out a fact sheet entitled “Environmental Considerations for 
Gardening” for discussion. 
 
H. Berkholtz described a new chipping technology that is being used in the Houston area 
to chip brush piles down into material suitable for use in the pellet industry.  This is a 
way to make use of some of the material in the bush and reduce the amount that is 
burned. 
 
Action:  Harold to forward pictures of the slash pile chipper in operation 
 
 
Next meeting to be help in the fall 2008.  The group indicated an interest in having a 
guest speaker attend. 
 
 
End of meeting 1:45 PM. 
 


