
Williams Lake Air Quality Round Table 
 

DRAFT Minutes - April 20, 2010 meeting 
 

Committee Room 1, Williams Lake City Hall 
 
 
 
Attendees:        Bert Groenenberg, Chair                        Graham Veale, MoE 
                        Geoff Goodall, City                                 Rob Bardosy, MoF 
                        Rodger Hamilton, MoE                          Greg Baytalan, Interior Health 
                        Alan Holdall, Interior Health                   Deb Bischoff, CRD Area D 
 
Absent with regrets:  Bev Anderson(WLES Educator), Ed Ma(Tolko), Todd Hubner(Highways), 
Ken Christian(Interior Health), Dan Palesch(highways), Natalie Montoya (City) and Norm 
Zirnhelt (MoE). 
 
 
1. Welcome and introductions, especially to Greg Baytalan of Interior Health 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting, November 3, 2009 were reviewed and passed 
 
3.         Matters arising  

– Bert to phone MoF to get a replacement for Phil Ransom of the Ministry of Forests:  
Done, Rob Bardosy here 
- Bert to contact Cariboo Regional District on lack of representation.  Prior to contact, 

CRD’s Deb Bischoff appointed to attend. 
- Bert to remind everyone that written reports are expected as agreed to in the Airshed 

Plan.   Result: Reminders sent out with minutes and meeting notice 
- Bert to write letter to Pinnacle Pellet to have a written report.  Bert phoned Harold 

Berkholtz who assured him he would attend and report. 

4.         Reports 
 

Rodger Hamilton, MoE gave an overview of the issues he has dealt with recently.   On 
permitted sites, the focus is on reducing particulate matter of 2.5 microns (PM2.5) as this 
is the health issue.   Sites: Plywood Plant, Tolko Lakeview, WL Power Plant and 
Pinnacle Pellet.  Work is being done on open burning smoke control regulations.  A 
written report was submitted.  See attached. 
 
Geoff Goodall, City of Williams Lake gave a verbal report.  The city is working on an 
Integrated Community Sustainability Plan instead of a traditional official community 
planning process.  It includes everything from zoning to buying paper.  It will have 
greenhouse gas targets.  The draft is completed.  An Official Community Plan process 
will follow in December 2010.  Interim staff will be hired to handle regular work to allow 
this to proceed.  The large scale chipping of railway ties at the CN site and the burning of 
these chips at Capital Power has been an issue.  Capital Power has agreed to stop using 
these chips, CN will stop chipping rail ties end June.  Road cleaning is now done only at 
nights.  Mackenzie road paving will be done.  City wants a new air monitor to replace the 
one removed at the new fire hall site.   On the outdoor wood boilers, Geoff asked if the 
new white label wood boilers will meet the CSA emissions standard now in the City 



bylaw.  (Graham answered yes – some can).  They will connect so an amendment can be 
made to cover this possibility.  Geoff will also send a written report. 
 
Rob Bardosy of the Ministry of Forests gave a verbal report.  Interface, the forested areas 
near population, is the focus.  Provincial policy changes have increased the demand for 
wood fibre so less is left to burn so less smoke.  Rob will send written report. 
 
Deb Bischoff of the Cariboo Regional District, Area D is getting oriented and is also on 
the Sustainability group.  The CRD is now focusing on the woodstove and outdoor wood 
boiler bylaw development issues by splitting the issues in two.  The approach is to 
develop separate bylaws for the two emission sources.  The debate also includes what 
areas should be covered or just the building inspection area.  Thorough consultation with 
area residents is a high priority.  She appreciates the depth and breadth of knowledge at 
the table and wonders how that can be shared. 
 
Greg Baytalan of Interior Health gave an overview of some of the issues he has been 
dealing with and made a Powerpoint presentation.  A big issue was the proposed rail tie 
gasification plant in Kamloops.  While it was approved by MoE, the project may not 
proceed due to local opposition.  Greg gave a Powerpoint presentation of the overall 
impact that fine particulates has on human health.  One of the provincial initiatives is 
regulating the outdoor wood fired hydronic boilers which are not currently regulated.  A 
copy of the presented Powerpoint is pending. 
 
Graham Veale, MoE stated the validation of the 2009 air quality data will likely not be 
completed until June of this year and, therefore, the presentation of air quality results and 
trends will have to be postponed until the fall meeting.  Graham also mentioned the 
proposed revision of the provincial Solid Fuel Burning Domestic Appliance Regulation 
(regulates woodstoves and other heating appliances in BC) and the pending release of the 
government’s Intention Paper seeking comments on the proposed revisions.  Revisions 
will likely include more stringent emissions standards for woodstoves and other indoor 
heating appliances as well as including restrictions on outdoor wood boilers (emission 
limits, set-backs).  Also, the CSA emission standard (B415.1) for woodstoves has been 
updated and released with more stringent emission limits.  Graham also cautioned that 
outdoor wood boiler technology is improving and that some boilers are now capable of 
meeting the emission limits specified in CSA B415.1 so local bylaws using this standard 
to restrict boiler installation should be reviewed.  Graham will be taking over Norm’s job 
when he retires end April, in an ‘acting’ capacity until the end of August and continue his 
regular job as well.    
 
Norm Zirnhelt, MoE conveyed apologies as he is finishing off work before his retirement 
at the end of April.   
 
Beverly Anderson, Air Quality Educator sent apologies as she is with her ailing Mom.  
Her report is attached. 
 
The Fall meeting date was tentatively scheduled for mid-September but no firm date was set. 
 
The meeting closed around 1:50 PM. 


